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Thank you Mr. Chairman. I will brief you on Korea’s
participation in UNCAC(sZ) monitoring mechanism and Korea’s

major anti-corruption activities.

L o|HAAA F A%
I will start with Korea’s UNCAC implementation status

Korea signed the UNCAC on December 10, 2003 (two
thousand three). The convention was ratified on March 27, 2008

(two thousand eight) and took effect on May 26th of the same year.

According to the monitoring mechanism under UNCAC
Article 63, paragraph 7, the first review cycle of Korea on Chapter
3 (Criminalization & law enforcement) and Chapter 4 (International

Cooperation) was completed in 2014 (two thousand fourteen).

From 2016, the Korean government has been actively taking
part in the second review cycle of Chapter 2 (Preventive measures)
and Chapter 5 (Asset recovery). With Vietnam, Korea monitored
Solomon Islands, and the Executive Summary was completed. This

year, Korea will monitor Niue(H-%-°|]) with Saudi Arabia.
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Now let me explain ACRC’s major anti-corruption

achievements.

After taking office last year, The Moon Jae-in administration
has pushed strong anti-corruption policies to realize its state vision,

77

“Korea, a just nation and a nation of the people.” As Korea’s
primary anti-corruption agency, the ACRC is striving to build a
foundation for anti-corruption reform and ensure effective

anti-corruption by improving anti-corruption related laws and

regulations.

First, for stronger anti-corruption reform, the ACRC launched
Anti-Corruption Policy Council and Public-Private Council for
Transparent Society, and announced Five Year Comprehensive

Anti-Corruption Plan.

The Anti-Corruption Policy Council was set up in October
last year to discover government-wide anti-corruption tasks and
expand inter-government agency cooperation to fight corruption.
The council meeting is chaired by the President and attended by
anti-corruption related agencies such as the ACRC, Fair Trade
Commission, Ministry of Justice, and Ministry of National Defense
and Security. It is designed to support comprehensive and systemic

implementation of anti-corruption policies.

_16_



In March this year, Public-Private Council for Transparent
Society was launched to establish public-private anti-corruption
governance. The council consists of 30 representatives of each
sector, such as economy, civil society, media, and academia. It
guarantees citizen participation in the entire anti-corruption policy
procedure, from establishment, monitoring and to assessment of

anti-corruption policies.

After discussed by Public-Private Council for Transparent
Society, Five Year Comprehensive Anti-Corruption Plan was
announced at the second Anti-Corruption Council meeting. The
comprehensive plan is Moon Jae-in administration’s long-term
anti-corruption road map. The plan was drawn up based on
anti-corruption policy tasks discovered by each government agency
and public opinions collected through on-line and off-line channel.
It contains 50 anti-corruption tasks in both public and private

sector.

In addition, to ensure effective corruption prevention, the
ACRC adopted conflict-of-interest prevention system and enhanced

public interest whistleblower legislation.

In April this year, the Code of Conduct for Public Officials
was amended to include conflict of interest prevention system.

Under the amendment, public officials should report personal

_17_



interests that might prevent them from performing duties in a fair
manner. High-ranking officials should submit their private business
activity details for the three years before their appointment. In
addition, public officials’ duty-related commercial activities and
employment of their families are restricted. Plus, public officials are
prohibited from making improper solicitation to private companies

requesting employment or contribution.

Lastly, by amending Public Interest Wistleblower Protection
Act, the ACRC has strengthened protection for public interest
whistleblowers. The amended Act increased the maximum
monetary rewards for public interest whistleblowers to 3 billion
won, or 30 million US dollars. It also imposed punitive damages
on those who took disadvantageous measures against a
whistleblower. They should pay three times of the losses due to
the disadvantageous measures. Under the amendment, ACRC will
monitor implementation of protection measures for two years after
issuing such measures. Relief money will be provided to
whistleblowers before the reward deliberation board decision comes

out, if it is deemed urgent.
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We reaffirm our commitments to prevent and combat
corruption domestically and globally, to ensure transparency,
and to effectively implement the United Nations Convention
against Corruption and the Beijing Declaration on Fighting
Corruption, in conjunction with APEC commitments to combat

corruption.

We acknowledge that tackling corruption requires
collaboration and a holistic and comprehensive approach and
are committed to strengthening cooperation and promoting
cross-border coordination on repatriation or extradition of
corrupt officials as well as confiscation and recovery of
corruption proceeds, combatting foreign bribery, and denying
safe havens for corrupt officials and proceeds of corruption
through the APEC Network of Anti-Corruption Authorities and
Law Enforcement Agencies(ACT-NET). We remain cognizant of
the equal importance of our efforts to prevent corruption,
promote transparency and good governance, and strengthen
the rule of law. We encourage APEC to continue its efforts in

this regard.
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