More contribution to the international community through the expansion of anti-corruption technical assistance 
The Lee Myung-Bak administration, which was launched in February 2008, designated “expansion of contribution diplomacy” as a core task of “Global Korea,” which is one of the 5 major national goals of the government. According to the poll carried out by the Presidential Council of National Branding, 48.4% respondents (gave more than one answer)  cited “standoff with North Korea” and 44.1% mentioned “insufficient contribution to the international community” as the reasons why Korea’s national brand is undervalued. As for the ways to enhance Korea’s national brand, 29.7% of them said “improving tourism environment” and 9.8% mentioned “expansion of contribution to international society.” 
As many Korean are aware, Korea’s weight in the international community is very big but its contribution is not commensurate with its weight. Now we are living in an era where Korea’s international contribution is not a matter of choice but a must. 
Reflecting such atmosphere, President Lee Myung-Bak, who participated in the UN General Assembly on September 23, declared “Global Korea” that contributes to the peace and prosperity of the world. He reiterated his commitment to contribution to the international community by announcing he will increase the size of Korea’s ODA (official development assistance), which is relatively small compared to that of advanced countries. 
Amid increasing international demand for Korea’s role, the ACRC in cooperation with APEC (Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation) successfully held the 2009 APEC Anti-Corruption and Transparency Symposium on September 16 through 17. The symposium that was funded by APEC served as an opportunity to show once again that Korea is competent enough and has capacity to lead anti-corruption discussions in the Asia Pacific, and is actively taking part in international anti-corruption efforts. 
The symposium drew a lot of attention since it was an event attended by some 280 important figures including 23 national delegates, anti-corruption experts from the UN and the World Bank, and related officials from academia and civil organizations. You only need to take a look at who were present and what kind of international organizations participated in the symposium to know its substance and significance. The UNDP’s policy advisor Phil Matsheza, who has been carrying out anti-corruption technical assistance projects with the ACRC, made his presentation at the symposium by analyzing and comparing anti-corruption systems and operating systems of 135 countries in Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America and Arab. Speaking from his technical assistance project experience, he emphasized that without leader’s political support, institutional independence and social backing, no anti-corruption body function properly. He meant that for anti-corruption institutions imported from advanced countries to take root in a recipient country, there should be a strong will and legal support in the recipient country. 
General Counsel Don Fox of US Office of Government Ethics maintained that the focus of anti-corruption capacity building should be on education and training, financial disclosure of public officials and transparency in the procurement sector. By doing so, he said, many challenging problems related to reducing corruption can be resolved.
The contents of discussion were profound and solid. Bhutanese Anti-Corruption Commission chairperson Dasho Neten Zangmo said that Integrity Assessment that Bhutan imported from Korea is contributing to identifying corruption-prone areas in the country and to enhancing the quality of public services. She added that the symposium provided insights into anti-corruption capacity building for developing countries. Country Representative of Korea Edward Reed of the Asia Foundation briefly proposed policy tasks to enhance anti-corruption capacity. 

That is, a whistleblower protection system can be a strong anti-corruption tool. He emphasized that corruption can be reduced through raising people’s awareness, anti-corruption commitment and private-public cooperation and participation. He also stressed that we should encourage ourselves because there can be headway made if we try. What was discussed by Asia Pacific anti-corruption experts and competent officials is expected to contribute greatly not only to 21 APEC economies but also to the developing countries’ pursuing and managing anti-corruption policies.
Korea’s holding of G20 Summit in 2010 shows the country’s rising stature in the international community, and reflects its role and contribution befitting its stature. As such, international society asks Korea’s active role and support not only in the area of economy but also in anti-corruption area. The symposium, which was held at the continued request of APEC economies and the developing countries, was an extension of Korea’s contribution to the world, and showed that the potential of Korea, which is the only country that turned itself from a recipient into a donor, is not limited to economic growth. 
It has been only 10 years since Korea’s anti-corruption body was established. However, its anti-corruption system has been so systematically and effectively established that countries in the Asia Pacific and Africa are asking for cooperation, and is thought to be successful enough to be applied to the international community. The ACRC will lead in making Korea transparent by strengthening and advancing its anti-corruption policies and institutions that are further recognized by the global community. The ACRC will also expand its anti-corruption technical support programs as a means to fulfill its responsibility as a global nation. 
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